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Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Major Achievements
1. Planning Policy Support

All three planning authorities along the route (Bedford Borough Council, Central Bedfordshire Council and Milton Keynes Council) have clear planning policy support for the Waterway – see the ‘Making it Happen’ page of the web site for details.

2. Economic Impact Assessment
An Economic Impact Assessment completed in 2009, identifies the significant economic benefits of the c.£200m waterway including visitor economy spend uplift of £23m pa, wider GVA uplift of £5m pa as well as property uplifts and construction related benefits.

3. Brooklands, Milton Keynes, Planning Permission

Planning permission has been granted (and renewed) for the 6.5km Brooklands section of the waterway - see ‘Package E’ in the ‘In the Spotlight’ A to Z document.

4. A421 Underpass Construction
A waterway and towpath underpass of the new dualled A421 between Bedford and M1 Junction13 has been constructed as part of the A421 contract and is now open to walkers - see ‘Package N’ in the ‘In the Spotlight’ A to Z document.

5. Planning Permission for Marston Vale Innovation Park Strategic Landscaping

This planning permission includes the creation of four linear ponds marking the route of the waterway through the centre of the proposed innovation park - see ‘Package O-Q’ in the ‘In the Spotlight’ A to Z document.

6. Persimmon Planning Permission at Wootton, Bedford

The planning permission for this large housing site requires action, at various points of delivery of the houses, to support delivery of the waterway park through the site including construction of the towpath (part of National Cycle Network Route 51) and provision of land for the waterway - see ‘Package O-Q’ in the ‘In the Spotlight’ A to Z document.

7. Bedford Waterspace Study Support and Award

The Bedford Waterspace Study clearly highlights the Kempston Junction of the waterway with the River Great Ouse and includes a range of ideas for waterspace facilities associated with the junction. The study was runner-up (ie in second place) in the national Waterways Renaissance Awards - strategy section.
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